
User Group Newsletter
Webcasts
Getting Started with Windows 8 
Presented by Mike Halsey
Thursday, Nov 1, 2012 - 10 AM PT

Using Python for Social Network Analysis Online 
Presented by Maksim Tsvetovat
Friday, Nov 2, 2012 - 10 AM PT 

How to Use Photoshop Smart Objects 
Presented by Lesa Snider
Tuesday, Nov 6, 2012 - 10 AM PT 

Building an HTML5 Video Player 
Presented by Steve Heffernan
Wednesday, Nov 7, 2012 - 10 AM PT 

Getting Google to Love Your Website 
Presented by Stephan Spencer
Thursday, Nov 8, 2012 - 10 AM PT 

Getting Started with .NET Gadgeteer 
Presented by Simon Monk
Thursday, Nov 8, 2012 - 1 PM PT 

Adding Value with Metadata: Open up the Index 
Presented by Pilar Wyman
Friday, Nov 9, 2012 - 10 AM PT 

How to Launch Better Software Faster 
Presented by Chris Vander Mey
Tuesday, Nov 13, 2012 - 10 AM PT 

Designing Domain Specific Languages with Haskell 
Presented by Michael Snoyman
Wednesday, Nov 14, 2012 - 10 AM PT

Exploiting Multi-Process Architectures using Javascript 
Presented by Mark Ethan Trostler
Thursday, Nov 15, 2012 - 10 AM PT 

Enterprise Games - Merging of Video Games and Business Operations 
Presented by Michael Hugos
Friday, Nov 16, 2012 - 10 AM PT 

The Google+ History API 
Presented by Jennifer Murphy
Wednesday, Nov 28, 2012 - 10 AM PT

Code Simplicity: The Science of Software Design 
Presented by Max Kanat-Alexander
Thursday, Nov 29, 2012 - 1 PM PT 

Steampunk or Victorian Science Fiction 
Presented by James H. Carrott, Brian David Johnson
Friday, Nov 30, 2012 - 10 AM PT 
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Conferences
Mini TOC Charleston 
November 7, 2012
Charleston, South Carolina

Velocity China Conference
December 4-5, 2012
Beijing, China

TOC New York
February 12-14, 2013
New York, New York

Strata Conference
February 26-28, 2013
Santa Clara, California

TOC Bologna
March 24, 2013
Bologna, Italy

Training Courses
Intermediate Python Training Course
by John Pinner
Wednesday 7th November 2012
Venue: Imperial Hotel, Russell Square, London WC1B 5BB

Description: So, you’ve been programming in C/C++/Java/Perl/FORTRAN/
Ruby** for years, and are regarded as a bit of an expert. Now you’ve ‘picked up’ 
Python and got a few programs going, it all seemed easy enough although you 
were shocked/horrified/mystified** at the differences between Python and 
your favourite language.
Covers: 
Recapitulation • Name spaces • mutability vs immutability • compile-time vs 
run-time behaviour
Python Functions • Variable numbers of arguments • Python functions are 
first-class objects • A simple despatch table
Contracts (lack of) and Conventions • Lack of interface/discipline cf [insert 
language here] • Informal contracts and conventions • ‘Duck’ typing • Naming 
conventions
Code Maintainability • Documentation • Avoiding mistakes; code checkers - 
pychecker - pylint
Unicode - If you think you don’t need Unicode, you’re probably in denial, face 
up to it now
Python 2 vs Python 3 • What are the differences ? • Which should I be using?
Multi-Platform applications • Tips for writing multi-platform code • Licensing
Functional Programming with Python • Python functional constructs • List 
comprehensions • Lexical closures
WTF is Pythonic? • Style – The Zen of Python • PEP 8 – write code like Guido 
van Rossum • Working with Python, it’s not C, C++ or Java, don’t try and make 
it so

Intermediate Perl
12th & 13th February 2013
Advanced Perl 
14th & 15th February 2013
By Dave Cross

I will tell you more about these two courses next month.

                  

Make an Arduino-Controlled 
Robot
Michael Margolis

Natural Language Annota-
tion for Machine Learning
James Pustejovsky, 
Amber Stubbs

Professional Scrum Development with 
Microsoft® Visual Studio® 2012
Richard Hundhausen

Programming Android, 2e
Zigurd Mednieks et al

Practical Vim
Drew Neil

Programming ASP.NET MVC 4
Jess Chadwick et al

Programming C# 5.0
Ian Griffiths

Programming F# 3.0
Chris Smith

Programming Google App 
Engine
Dan Sanderson

Python for Data Analysis
Wes McKinney

R in a Nutshell
Joseph Adler

Make: Technology on Your Time Vol.  32
Mark Frauenfelder

Photoshop Elements 11
The Missing Manual 
Barbara Brundage
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ThoughtWorks Anthology, 
Volume 2, The
ThoughtWorks Inc.

Tone Poems - Book 1
Bruce Barnbaum

Tone Poems - Book 2
Bruce Barnbaum

Windows® 8 for Tablets Plain 
& Simple
Simon May

Geolocation in iOS
Alasdair Allan

Windows 8: Out of the Box
Mike Halsey

Windows® 8 Step by Step
Ciprian Adrian Rusen, 
Joli Ballew

Events

OpenFest Sofia, Bulagaria 2/4 Nov 

ØReDev Malmo, Sweden 6/9 Nov 

Codebits Lisbon, Portugal 15/17 Nov 

All Your Base Oxford, UK 23 Nov

London Perl Workshop London, UK 24 Nov 

Italian Agile Day Milano, Italy 24 Nov  

Fosdem Bruxelles, Belgium 2/3 Feb 

 O’Reilly will be there

A list of short books about fast 
developing technologies that are 
best purchased as e-books. You will 
receive the ebook in up to 5 DRM 
free formats and get the free lifetime 
updates when the content of the 
book is updated.

Your Reviews
Hadoop: The Definitive Guide
Architecting Mobile Solutions for the Enterprise
Rails Recipes Rails 3 Edition
Machine Learning for Hackers
MongoDB and PHP
Photoshop CS6: The Missing Manual

Copies of our books are available for your members to review - send me 
an email and please include your/or the address of the reviewer together 
with a phone number, on the request. Also please send me a copy/url of the 
review when published.
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Some posts that might be of interest to you -

l Think, Code, and Experiment

l Fun at Strata and Velocity – London 2012

l Web Expo 2012, Prague

Building a Windows IT Infrastruc-
ture in the Cloud
David K. Rensin

Values, Units, and Colors
Eric A. Meyer

Selectors, Specificity, and the Cas-
cade
Eric A. Meyer

Windows® 8 Plain & Simple
Nancy Muir

WordPress: The Missing Manual
Matthew MacDonald
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